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tw9{L59b¢Ω{ PERSPECTIVE 
 COL Boyd Nix  
 

I prepared an article for this month titled άSOME OF THE REASONS WHY WE 
/!bΩ¢ W¦{¢ D9¢ ![hbDΗέ, but it will be held for our September issue in order to 
make room for the ROTC/JROTC scholarship award photos.  So look for my 

article next month to learn from Congressperson Lee Hamilton about how Congress functions within American 
government.           

B oyd 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

COL Jim Pauls 
 
 

Well, the Senate has gone into recess without acting on any significant 
legislation ς which, in some instances, is good! For example, MOAA National 
just released a Legislative update indicating that the Senate Armed Services 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛƴƎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎέ ƻŦ 
TRICARE fees for currently serving troops and significantly increasing 
pharmacy fees for everyone in their proposed FY 2018 Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA). Historically, DoD and some in Congress have 
continued to assert that TRICARE fees increases are needed based on concerns about potential health care 
cost growth; however, there is reason to believe that the real reason there is an overt effort to increase 
medical-related fees for military members is to pay for other programs such as the Special Survivor Indemnity 
Allowance and the lump-sum retirement payments which will be part of the new military retirement system.  
LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ άŜǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƴƎ health care Ŏƻǎǘǎέ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǘǊǳŜύ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦŜŜǎ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  Senator Tim Kaine is a 
member of the Senate Armed Services Committee; and if you, like me, are disturbed by what his Committee is 
proposing (as well as any other military-related issues) I urge you to communicate with him.  !ǎ LΩǾŜ 
mentioned in the past, the best way to do that is via e-ƳŀƛƭΦ όDƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ah!! ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜέ 
ǇŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊέ ǘŀōΦ 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP VIPMOAA ς SY 2016-2017 
COL Norm Merski 

 
Thank you VIPMOAA presenters and scholarship contributors for supporting our 
young leadership in our peninsula high schools and colleges. Your leadership is 
greatly appreciated by these young cadets and their parents as demonstrated at ROTC/JROTC annual awards 
programs. VIPMOAA is well recognized for their efforts in the peninsula community. So let us continue this 
most important contribution of our leadership by helping them, perhaps like someone helped us in our efforts 
to become good leaders. And we certainly invite more VIPMOAA members in this leadership effort in the 
coming school year. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΦ 
 

JROTC UNITS: 
 

1. Steve Mondul   Menchville              
2. Jay Harper                  Bethel                       
3. Ray Holleran              Kecoughtan             
4. Jim Murphy             Denbigh                  
5. Barry Creed                Warwick                  
6. Ron Corson               Phoebus 
7. Bob Whitman  Gloucester 
8. Jack Greenhalgh Heritage 

9. Ron Smith  Hampton 
10. Barry Creed  Tabb 
11. Bill Bentz  York 
 

ROTC UNITS: 
 

1. Fred Malvin  W&M College 
2. Jim Taylor  CNU 
3. Ron Corson  Hampton University 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Warwick:  Barry Creed awarding the Leadership award to 
Junior Year Cadet Amanda Boyd & the VIPMOAA $500 
Scholarship to Liam Stephens on May 12th, 2017. 

 

Heritage:  Jack Greenhalgh presents Leadership award to 
Destini Bowie and the $500 scholarship to Daminica Tynes on 
May 17th, 2017. 

 

 

Bethel:  Jay Harper presents $500 
scholarship to senior Cadet 
Captain Christopher Corkrum on 
May 25th, 2017. 

 

Tabb:  Barry Creed with 
JROTC cadets Jasmine 
Chaney who received the 
Leadership award and 
$500 scholarship recipient 
Jonathan Soto. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=graduation+scholarship+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=graduation+scholarship+clip+art&id=52D01015CEA6E6917B5C1926AFE939B89336AEE3&selectedIndex=22&ccid=mUMFV8va&simid=608031301351836537&thid=OIP.M99430557cbda53d9bd483789ad1597f5o0
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Kecoughtan:   Ray Holleran with Adrian Calvo, 
$500 scholarship recipient, and Jeshon James, 
Leadership award recipient, on May 18th, 2017. 
 

Denbigh:  Jim Murphy presents Senior Cadet Alaizha with the 
$500 scholarship and Jr. Cadet Justin Bryant with the 
Leadership award on June 5th, 2017. 
 

Gloucester:  Bob Whitman presenting leadership 
award to Cadet Eliel Donald on June 7th, 2017.  
Recipient of $500 scholarship was Seth Green.  
 

William & Mary: Above, new 2Lt at W&M 
Commissioning on May 12, 2017 receives first salute 
from NCO.  Photo on left shows parents eager to 
attach new 2Lt Boards on newly commissioned son.  
Below Fred Malvin along with Norm Merski 
congratulates and welcomes new 2Lts into the 
hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ /ƻǊǇǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ commissioning on May 12th. 
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Christopher Newport University: Photo on top shows VIPMOAA presenters Norm Merski & Jim Taylor welcoming and presenting 2Lt 
epaulets to 9 new 2Lts at the David Student Union.  Bottom photos are with CNU Commissioning Officer BG Jeffrey W. Drushal; on 
right he is administering Oath of Office to the new 2Lts on May 12th, 2017. 
 

Hampton University:  Above left is swearing in of new 2Lts on 
May 13th, 2017.  On right, Navy joins Army as newly 
commissioned Navy Ensign has Boards pinned on by parents. 
On left, VIPMOAA presenters Ron Corson & Norm Merski 
congratulate new 2LT Pierce Watson. Watson received 
ah!!Ωǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘ ϧ ±Ltah!!Ωǎ ŎŀǎƘ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ 
WǳƴƛƻǊ ¸ŜŀǊ ŎŀŘŜǘ ƛƴ ΩмсΦ  
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Major Rick Banks, Williamsburg  

TAPS:   

NONE 

 

 
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP  

TOTAL MEMBERS:  288   REGULAR: 219     SURVIVING SPOUSES : 69  

 

REPORT CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP CHAIR  
 

Please report change(s) of address, rank, marital status, phone number, or email, as well as death of member or 

spouse to peninsulamoaa@gmail.com. 


