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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – COL RON CORSON 
On the 17th of April, I participated in the ROTC Awards Ceremony at Sadler Center on the 

campus of William & Mary. I presented the W&M ROTC Battalion’s outstanding junior year 

cadet from the battalion with the MOAA Leadership Award which included a certificate, a 

MOAA Leadership Medal and Ribbon, and a check from VIPMOAA.  On the 15th of April, Tom 

Swanson participated in the ROTC Awards Ceremony at Christoper Newport University and 

presented the same MOAA Leadership Award to that battalion’s outstanding junior year ROTC 

cadet and on the 16th of April Jim Pauls presented the same award to an outstanding ROTC 

cadet at Hampton University. I focused this month’s message with that report because I 

wanted to share with all of our members how proud and impressed all three of us were to observe and interact with the 

cadets in these three battalions. As old Soldiers and Airman all three of us had the same experience. We saw that America, 

at least at these three institutions, is still producing young, energetic, and committed future leaders of our military.     

In recent years, at times, the fabric of America seems to have been a little frayed. I and others have had questions about 

the direction of our country and about the youth of our country. Seeing the cadets, talking with the cadre of the battalion, 

and hearing the achievements of the cadets in the W&M battalion was uplifting and renewed my pride in America.  In all 

three of the ceremonies, beside VIPMOAA’s Leadership Awards, awards 

were given by other organizations. Organizations such as the Daughters 

of the American Revolution, the Sons of the American Revolution, the 

US Army Special Forces Association, and others. But most of the awards 

given in the ceremonies were made from within the ROTC units. Awards 

to cadets in different year groups for outstanding academic 

achievement, outstanding performance in physical training tests, 

demonstrated leadership, and outstanding performance in field training 

exercises. And I know from discussions with Tom and Jim, that they felt 

the same uplifting feeling of pride.      

Being able to observe the development of these young cadets renewed 

my spirit and provided a level of confidence that America’s military is on 

track and our country still has a strong supply of leaders being produced 

for the future.  The other good news was the reports from the Professors 

of Military Science (PMS) that at each school their respective battalions 

are growing and in the coming years number of cadets that will be 

commissioned will be significantly increased. We all know that COVID 

damaged America in many ways and it damaged the growth and 

participation in the ROTC units at all three schools. I am now pleased to see that much of that bad experience appears to 

be behind us.  What I want our members to know is that through their contributions to VIPMOAA’s Scholarship and 

Community Support Program you too are part of all of this. I believe there is no better cause than to help keep America’s 

future bright and to be part of contributing to the development of America’s future military leaders - “Never Stopped 

Serving.”                 HOOAH!                     Ron 
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS/MOAA TAKES ACTION – 

CLETA PUCKETT 

The State Legislative Exchange met on April 15,2025 to discuss the Advocacy in Action Program 

where 150 volunteers visited 330 congressional offices to deliver a unified MOAA message: 

Congress must do all that it can to protect earned pay and benefits. Five issues were highlighted in 

these visits. 

1. Incentivize Military Spouse Hiring; H.R. 2033; S. 1027 
2. Unaccompanied Housing Improvements, addressing a $137 billion maintenance backlog, asking Congress to 

mandate DOD to publicly report the conditions of unaccompanied housing and assure funding is used for 
necessary repairs. 

3. Improve Access to Military Health Care; H.R. 740; S275. 
4. End the Wait for Toxic-Exposed Veterans: Recommend that Congress enact legislation setting up a framework for 

Presumptive eligibility where veteran’s location of service was known to have been exposed to toxic substances 
and scientific research has shown a connection between the toxic exposure and related illnesses. 

5. Veteran Caregiver Support Act to Assist Caregiver with Reeducation, Reemployment and Retirement; H.R. 2148; 
S879. 
 

The Big Takeaway from this discussion was: EVERY MOAA chapter should encourage EVERY MEMBER to register in the 

Legislative Action Center and TAKE ACTION. 

When you register you will find that you may click a button and contact your two Senators and the Congressman from your 

district.  A sample letter will be provided, discussing the issue and requesting support.  It’s a very easy way to support 

MOAA’s legislative agenda. 

Additionally, you will find what legislation has been proposed in the House and the Senate.  You can read a short version 

of the Bill and register your support.  The following bills have been introduced: H.R. 680 A bill to give a surviving spouse 

parity with compensation payments received by survivors of other federal benefits. H.R. 1004 An act to protect a surviving 

spouse’s right to remarry at any age and keep their benefits. H.R. 1956 Restore to 100 % Basic Allowance for Housing to 

service members who live off base. H.R. 965 Housing Unhoused Disabled Veterans Act to forbid consideration of veteran’s 

Disability benefits when determining veteran’s eligibility for Section 8 Housing. H.R. 303 which provides for concurrent 

retirement benefits and disability benefits to veterans with less than a 50% Service -Connected Disability Rating. Individuals 

who were retired or separated after 20 years of military service due to a Service- Connected Disability shall be eligible for 

the full concurrent receipt of both veterans’ disability compensation and other military pay or combat-related special pay. 

H.R. 333 Authorizes veterans with a Service-Connected disability less than 50% to concurrently receive both retired pay 

and disability pay. This will also make a qualified disability retiree with less than 20 years of retirement credible service 

eligible for concurrent receipt subject to specified reductions in retired pay. H.R. 2576 Service members and Veterans 

Empowerment and Support Act provides support to persons who experienced miliary sexual trauma. H.R. 308 Act to 

provide Low Income Housing for Defense Communities. H.R. 219 Act to improve Menopause Care for Veterans. H.R. 234 

HOV Lanes for Heroes Act. 

Registering with the Legislative Action Center allows you to keep up with the progress of these bills as they make their way 

through the legislative process and to see when new bills have been introduced. 

 MOAA members met with the Acting Under Secretary of Defense for Family Policy, who provided them with the format to 

be used when submitting a request to the Department of Defense.                                             

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE… 

 

TAKE ACTION 
 

http://takeaction.moaa.org/?1
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CONTINUED… 

AT THE STATE LEVEL: In July before the State Legislature meets, MOAA should focus on receiving ideas and decide on a 

bucket list of problems to be submitted for consideration by Legislature. Current issues are: 1. Support for military children; 

2. Family economic stability; and Ensuring safety of the military family against domestic violence. 

Any bills that are introduced should be sent to all MOAA members by sending to the email address: 

virtualcouncil2022@gmail.com   

 

ADDENDUM TO STATE LEGISLATION – VMSDEP 

According to the Daily Press Editorial, dated April 21, 2025, the lawmakers and Gov Glenn Youngkin failed once more to 

reach a consensus on a sustainable funding source for the Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program 

(VMSDEP).  The program dates back to the Great Depression when Virginia decided to provide a free college tuition 

education to the children of Virginians killed or critically injured in WWI.  Over the years the program expanded until 

today there are over 8,000 students enrolled in the program for 2023-24 and cost $65 million.  

Last year, you recall that the program was eliminated but a special session created a short-term fix and a pledge to find a 

permanent solution in this year’s session.  Well, this year the budget was passed and the VMSDEP is on the cutting room 

floor. Supposedly, the ball is in the Governor’s court to address the program.  

The Legislative Affairs column of the July/August edition of the VIPMOAA Newsletter addresses the VMSDEP Program. As 

stated in that article “On July 18, 2024, the Virginia General Assembly agreed to repeal recent changes to the VMDSEP 

program. Both the House of Delegates and Senate repealed the changes and allocated an additional $45 million a year to 

help colleges defray the costs. The bill was signed by Gov. Youngkin on July 18th. Because the cost of the program has grown 

over the years, the lawmakers need to work with the stakeholders to address the long-term financial viability of the 

program. Lawmakers could return next yar and decide once again to make changes to the program.” 

A letter to the Editor from Craig C. Crenshaw, USMC, ret., Virginia Secretary of Veterans & Defense Affairs, Richmond says 
the following: The Tuesday editorial may leave many with the incorrect impression that the waiver will go away if funding 
“runs out.” This is not true, but sustainable funding should be pursued to protect the benefit in the future. The governor is 
disappointed that House and Senate Democrats rejected his common sense solution to provide an ongoing funding source for 
the program using non-general fund dollars, but his entire administration will continue to fight alongside our military heroes 
and their families for this program. 

 

  

Household Document Organization 

Margaret E. Mondul, CDR, USN (Ret) 

Let Me Help YOU 

Organize, Understand and Prepare 

757-220-9285 

HHDObyMargaret@aol.com 

American Association of Daily Money Managers 

 

mailto:virtualcouncil2022@gmail.com
https://vipmoaa.org/get_calendar_details.cfm?calendarid=97
https://vipmoaa.org/get_calendar_details.cfm?calendarid=96
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HAPPY 55th ANNIVERSARY to VIPMOAA & CHAPTER HISTORY 

The chapter traces its origins back 55 years to 1967 when Col. Phillip E. Pons, USA (Ret), suggested to several other retired 

military officers at a party that they should organize a retired officers club. The idea was popular and in January 1968, 

they met at the Ft. Eustis Officers Club to formulate plans. They decided to initially organize a socially oriented group to 

encourage camaraderie among retired officers of similar backgrounds and interests. Later that year, the group selected 

Col. Frederick A. Sturm, USA (Ret) as the Chairman of the group and they continued to have organizational meetings. They 

successfully recruited more individuals who were interested in participating and eventually prepared a Constitution and 

By Laws and elected a president of the group which had, by this time, 50 members. 

During the remainder of 1968 and 1969, the organization held regular meetings at Ft. Eustis. In 1970, they decided to 

rotate meetings among Ft. Eustis, Ft. Monroe, Langley Air Force Base, and the Naval Weapons Station at Yorktown. 

Organizational membership grew to almost 200 members during this time and they decided to officially request 

membership in the national organization located in Alexandria, VA, The Retired Officers Association (TROA). The request 

was approved, and the group was officially chartered as a TROA chapter on May 27th, 1970 as the VIPROA Chapter (Note: 

no T included). 

Founding Members of the Chapter 

Col. Joseph H. Botts       Lt. Col. Howard L. Linton 

Col. James W. Caughton  Col. Philip E. Pons 

Col. John Davis  Col. Cornelius J. Rinker 

Col. Paul E Fives Col. Frederick A. Sturm 

Col. Kenneth P. Klinger Col. Arthur O. Swisher 

Lt. Col. Truman P. Lambert Col. Harold N. Woods 
 

The (new) chapter continued to grow during the 1970's. Membership dues during this period were only $5 per year!  The 

annual picnic cost was $2.50 per person! During this time, Col. Joseph Ambrose, USAF (Ret), the only Air Force member 

of the chapter at the time, arranged all aspects of the monthly meetings. He initially recommended that ladies be invited 

to attend meetings, but his suggestion fell on deaf ears. The idea of including ladies in the chapter's activities continued 

to simmer for several years and, finally, in 1977, a formal change to the chapter's rules was approved to permit spouses 

and friends at chapter meetings. The chapter also approved the appointment of Assistants to the President who were 

representatives of each of the Services to help stimulate increased interest and participation in chapter activities. This 

action helped spur significant membership growth. 

 

VIPMOAA – WHO ARE WE? – COL RON CORSON 

The Virginia Peninsula Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (VIPMOAA) is a State Legislative Affairs Lobby 

Organization and works with the 13 other Virginia MOAA Chapters and participates with MOAA at the Federal level. We are 

a local Community Support Organization supporting organizations who provide nonprofit services to active duty and military 

veterans in the peninsula area. 

We are a supporter of the Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) Programs at William & Mary College (W&M), Christopher 

Newport University (CNU), and Hampton University (HU). We actively support Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) 

Programs at 11 at local high schools in the peninsula area (Tabb, Menchville, Heritage, Denbigh, Gloucester, Kecoughtan, 

Warwick, York, Phoebus, Bethel, and Hampton). Our contributions for the last 10 years to these programs have been 

$59,000 for the JROTC scholarship program and $4,000 for the JROTC Leadership Awards.             

   Continued on next page…. 
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Continued… 

Every year VIPMOAA members attend and support ROTC Programs including commissioning events and presenting new LTs 

with 2nd Lt Bars at W&M, CNU & Hampton U.   We present Leadership Awards to the Outstanding Jr Year Cadet at each 

college totaling over $6,000 in the past 10 Years. 

We are a Social Organization for our members. The Chapter holds monthly meetings typically with guest speakers covering 

topics of interest and military affairs at a variety of locations such as Patriot’s Colony, Colonial Heritage, Fords Colony, 

Hampton Yacht Club, Williamsburg Landing, and local restaurants.  

In concert with Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC) our chapter has actively lobbied our legislatures regarding Military and 

Veteran issues; legislation to eliminate VA Income Tax of Veteran Retirement pay – 20% in 2022 and 20% in 2023; and 

hopefully more to come.   

VIPMOAA has given annual donations to the following organizations: Norfolk USO, Williamsburg House of Mercy, Fisher 

House Portsmouth, Liberty Lounge of Colonial Williamsburg, VA Wing of the Civil Air Patrol, Transportation Museum Ft. 

Eustis, & Honor Flight.  Over the past 10 years we have given a total of $21,000. 

   

MEMORIAL DAY  

After the American Civil War, a battered United States was faced with the task of burying and honoring the 600,000 to 

800,000 Union and Confederate soldiers who had died in the single bloodiest military conflict in American history. Small 

towns claimed to have observed a “Memorial Day” or a “Decoration Day.”  The name Decoration Day is derived from 

decorating the graves as a central activity of the Day. Memorial Day originally honored those killed in the Civil War.  As 

the US became involved in other wars, Memorial Day took on a greater meaning.  

Research discovered the first commemoration was held by a group of freed Blacks less than a month after the Confederacy 

surrendered in 1865.  1996, David Blight, a professor of American History at Yale University, was researching a book on 

the Civil War when he discovered the material labeled “First Decoration Day.”  There was a handwritten narrative by a 

veteran, plus a date referencing an article in The New York Tribune. The narrative told about the Washington Race Course 

& Jockey Club in Charleston, SC,  where the Confederate army transformed the country club into a makeshift prison for 

Union captives. More than 260 Union soldiers died from disease and exposure while being held in the race track’s open-

air infield. Their bodies were hastily buried in a mass grave behind the grandstands. 

Charleston fell and Confederate troops evacuated the city, but those freed slaves remained. One of the first things they 

did was to give the fallen Union prisoners a proper burial in a new cemetery with a tall whitewashed fence inscribed with 

the words: “Martyrs of the Race Course.” 

And then on May 1, 1865, a crowd of 10,000 people, mostly freed slaves with some white missionaries, staged a parade 

around the race track. Black ministers recited verses from the Bible. This could be the earliest Memorial Day 

commemoration on record.  

Modern history tells us that Memorial Day was formally designated in an order issued by Grand Army of the Republic 

Commander-in-chief, (GAR) John A. Logan in 1868. In the Civil War years of 1861-65, communities in both the North and 

South, Black and White, decorated the graves of soldiers with floral honors. The practice of placing flowers has been 

documented from the Classical Roman times to western Europe in the 19th century.  

Where was the first gathering or commemoration held?  Some evidence says the ladies of Columbus, GA, who on April 

1866 lobbied for a definitive day on which to place flowers on the graves of the Civil War dead. Early Memorial Day services 

were held in Boalsburg, PA on October 1864; and in Charleston, SC on May 1st 1865.  Mrs. Logan, a force in her                              

Continued on next page…. 

https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war
https://www.pulitzer.org/winners/david-w-blight
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674008199
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/slavery
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Continued….. 

husband’s career, had visited a cemetery in Virginia where she saw the soldiers graves decorated with flowers.  Logan 

thought this was appropriate for the nation to honor the memory of those who died for the cause which they fought. 

Thus, the General Order #11 was announced.  

The first national Decoration Day celebration took place at Arlington National Cemetery on May 30, 1868. About 11,250 

White and Black Union soldiers were buried along with about 350 Confederate. The ceremony and burial were held around 

General Robert E. Lee’s mansion, which had been designated a national cemetery by General Meigs in 1864.  

 Logan’s General Order No. 11 also urged the nation to never forget the Civil War’s human cost.  "We should guard their 

graves with sacred vigilance... Let pleasant paths invite the coming and going of reverent visitors and fond mourners. Let 

no neglect, no ravages of time, testify to the present or to the coming generations that we have forgotten as a people the 

cost of a free and undivided republic." 

New York became the first state to officially recognize the holiday. The rest of the states did so by 1890. The GAR's success 

at ensuring that graves of Union soldiers and sailors were attended to on Memorial Day is demonstrated by Army policy 

as early as 1891. If the GAR or other patriotic organizations were unable to organize a ceremony and decorations at a 

national cemetery, that responsibility fell to the cemetery superintendent. This remains true today; the coordination of 

Memorial Day gravesite traditions remains the managing agency's responsibility, and the federal government often 

provides miniature flags to be placed on graves. 

Ref: VA, National Cemetery administration; History Vault: One of the Earliest Memorial Day Ceremonies 

 

JOINT CHAPTER BRUNCH 13 JULY 

VIPMOAA , Hampton Roads and Portsmouth MOAA Chapters will gather in July for their annual joint chapter brunch.  This 

year VIPMOAA is the host for the brunch to be held on 13 July at the James River Country Club.   All members are invited 

to attend. PLEASE HOLD THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR.   Details will be in the June Newsletter.  

 

ROTC AWARDS 

 

 

 

Lt Col Tom Swanson. 
Presented the MOAA 
Outstanding Jr Cadet 
Award, medal, and 
$300 stipend to Cadet 
Dylan Vaughan, CNU 
AROTC. 

 

Col Ron Corson presented 

the W&M ROTC Leadership 

Award to Cadet Tuscan 

Mulinazzi on 17 April 2025 at 

the Sadler Center. 

 

MAY 29th LUNCHEON – DRINK TICKETS 

We've made arrangements for beer and wine to be 
served at our May 29th Luncheon at Williamsburg 
Landing.  Because of their liquor license 
restrictions, they must serve the wine/beer, but 
cannot accept cash.  VIPMOAA will pay them. 

VIPMOAA will sell drink tickets at the door for 
$7/drink. We will have some change, but it will 
speed up the process if you’d come with correct 
change to purchase your drinks. Each ticket will be 
given to the bartender for either wine or beer.   

        See you there!      Frank Tavenner 

https://www.cem.va.gov/history/Memorial-Day-history.asp
https://www.history.com/news/memorial-day-civil-war-slavery-charleston
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                        MILITARY COMMUNITY SERVICE/SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONATIONS 

                  30 April 2025  - Total $5,290.50  (70.5% funded) 

                      Annual Funding Goal - $7,500 

 

   

Diamond Level ($1000+)  Silver Level ($50 - $99) 

Avery, Betty  Clarke, Robert 
Whitman, Robert  Greenhalgh, Jack 

  Jabs, Kathleen 

  Pace, Donald 

  Pauls, Jim/Marvella 

  Sills, Rick/Wanda 

   

   

Platinum Level ($500 - $999)  Bronze Level ($25 - $49) 

Corson, Ron  Doebler, Jim/Carol 

  Evans, Suzanne 

  Gorrell, Frankie 
Gold Level ($100 - $499)  Leo, Jeanne 
Arnold, Ray/Rita  Lynch, Mo 
Burrows, Roy  Marshall, Glenn/Judy 
Fahrlender, Ted   

Fameli, Paul/Atsuko   

Hollingsworth, Bryce   

Ivey, Charles/Carol   

Lindsey, Edward/Glenda   

Miyamasu, Paul/Mary   

Nutwell, Bob/Lynn   

Smith, Gretchen   

Swaney, Robert/Betty   

Tavenner, Frank/Maria   

Wood, Betty   
 

 

Donations of less than $25 are not listed. 

Donations for these programs can be added to your monthly activities’ 

reservation or a donation may be submitted at any time.  All donations are tax 

deductible with a letter for donations of $100+ provided for IRS information.  

Make checks payable to VIPMOAA and send to VIPMOAA CS/SF Mgr, Box 6463, 

Williamsburg VA 23188.  

Please consider including a  

tax deductable donation 

when you renew your 

membership or pay for 

events.  

The following organizations 

are considered to be 

recipients of our members’ 

generous donations: 

 

• Fisher House at 

Portsmouth Naval 

Hospital 
 

• Liberty Lounge, 

Colonial 

Williamsburg 
 

• Old Dominion Honor 

Flight 

 

• USO of Hampton 

Roads  
 

• JROTC/ROTC 
 

• Williamsburg C of C, 

Home for Holidays 
 

• Williamsburg House 

of Mercy 

 

Please click on the links 

above to read more about 

these organizations. 

 

Make a Difference! 

DONATE 

https://www.fisherhouse.org/news-media/articles/portsmouth-fisher-house-a-home-away-from-home/
https://www.fisherhouse.org/news-media/articles/portsmouth-fisher-house-a-home-away-from-home/
https://www.fisherhouse.org/news-media/articles/portsmouth-fisher-house-a-home-away-from-home/
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/locations/liberty-lounge?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=map_listing_liberty_lounge
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/locations/liberty-lounge?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=map_listing_liberty_lounge
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/locations/liberty-lounge?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=map_listing_liberty_lounge
http://www.honorflighthtva.org/index.cfm
http://www.honorflighthtva.org/index.cfm
https://hrcv.uso.org/
https://hrcv.uso.org/
http://vipmoaa.org/ROTC-JROTC-Awards-Program
http://vipmoaa.org/ROTC-JROTC-Awards-Program
https://connect.williamsburgchamber.com/events/Details/2024-home-for-the-holidays-1093866?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://connect.williamsburgchamber.com/events/Details/2024-home-for-the-holidays-1093866?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://williamsburghouseofmercy.org/pages/our-mission/
https://williamsburghouseofmercy.org/pages/our-mission/
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PICTURES FROM 24 APRIL LUNCHEON  

Professors of Military Science (PMS) from William & Mary, Christopher Newport U, and Hampton U were in attendance 

to talk about their ROTC programs.  Several cadets came with them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 29TH SPEAKER – LTCOL AL CRANE 
 

Our speaker for the May 29th meeting will be LtCol Al Crane, USAF (Ret). A brief coverage of his 
service, he has been with the rocket Propulsion lab at Edwards AFB, Air Staff at the Pentagon, 
HQ US Air Forces Europe Ramstein AB. He is an historian and volunteer (1999-present) 
researching history of aerial photographic reconnaissance and special Reconnaissance 
Programs; a contributor to the Air Force Special Projects Production Facility; Volunteer at the 
Waterman’s Museum in Yorktown.  
 

His talk will be Eyes in the Sky over Hampton Roads Civil War Balloons, Aerial Reconnaissance school Langley Field WW1, 
US Civil photography USGS, Cold War-courier Classified Satellite photography to Air Force and Navy Hampton Roads Intel 
Centers, Jamestown Rediscovery Project, Coastal monitoring and Mapping VIMS, Soviet Over flights, Open Skies, Chinese 
Balloons and Drones.  

 

VIPMOAA 

Jasmine Jallah, PMS 

Hampton U Bill Mann, PMS W&M/ 

CNU 
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                                                             NEW MEMBERS 

NONE 

 

 

                                                                        TAPS 

NONE 

 

"Any nation that does not honor its heroes will not long endure."-- Abraham Lincoln 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP 

      TOTAL MEMBERS: 213    REGULAR: 157   SURVIVING SPOUSES: 56       85+: 92   LM: 10 

For all membership information please contact Maria Tavenner membership@vipmoaa.org or 703-407-2176.  if you 

have a change in address, rank, marital status, phone number, or email, as well as death of member or spouse.   

MUST be a member for 5 years to qualify for a FREE membership at 85 years.  Talk to Maria.   

Our Chapter is always in recruiting mode and we look to each member to be an active recruiter, preferable to an officer 

YOUNGER than you! We urge you to recruit ONE NEW MEMBER. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:membership@vipmoaa.org
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2024-25 EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS 

VIPMOAA BOARD MEETINGS 

2nd Thursday @ 10:00 A.M. 

 8 May, 12 June, 14 Aug 

Rocco’s Smokehouse Grill 
207 Bypass Road 

Williamsburg, VA 23185-2920 (757) 253-8550 

 

Members are welcome to attend & may submit 

proposed agenda items in advance to the 

President. 

 

OFFICERS  

PRESIDENT: COL Ron Corson, USA (Ret) 

jrcorson@aol.com 757-810-4155 

ACTING VICE PRESIDENT: Col Jim Pauls, USAF (Ret) 

(Marvella) keydetman@aol.com  757-851-1141 

SECRETARY:  COL Daniel Warren, USA (Ret) (Elaina) 

dwarrenmd@cox.net   804-642-6597  

TREASURER: COL Frank Tavenner, Jr., USA (Ret) (Maria) 

 FBTtreasurer@aol.com  703-407-6989 

 

OFFICERS - APPOINTED 

LEGAL ADVISOR:  Vacant 

ADVISOR: Maj Gen Wayne Jefferson, USAF (Ret) 

(Bonnie) wojeff59@gmail.com   757-920-5628  

SURVIVING SPOUSES LIAISON:  Vacant 

 

COMMITTEES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

ACTING CHAIRMAN:  Col Jim Pauls, USAF (Ret) 

(Marvella) keydetman@aol.com  757-851-1141  

ROTC/JROTC 

CHAIRMAN:  Lt Col Thomas Swanson, USAF (Ret) (Marci) 

tgswanson@cox.net 757-593-1431 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

CHAIRMAN:  Maria Tavenner, CIV (Frank)  

membership@vipmoaa.org  703-407-2176 

RECRUITING:  All Board Members 

COMMUNICATIONS 

CHAIRMAN:  Carolyn McHale, CIV (John) 

cgmchale@gmail.com  240-463-7815 

MEDIA LIAISON:  Vacant 

EDITOR:  Carolyn McHale, CIV (John) 

cgmchale@gmail.com  240-463-7815 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS 

CHAPLAIN:  CAPT Donald Troast, USN (Ret) (Norma) 

donaldtroast2015@gmail.com  757-920-3458 

 

EVENTS  

CHAIRMAN: Col Jim Pauls, USAF (Ret) (Marvella) 

keydetman@aol.com  757-851-1141  

Gretchen Smith, gkbs9281@gmail.com, 540-420-

8502 

Kathy Schnepf, (Craig), kathy.schnepf@gmail.com, 

802-274-9477 (c) 

Elaina Waren, (Dan), elainagw@cox.net, 804-642-

6597 

FUND RAISING:  COL Karen Coccio, USA (Ret) 

karen.coccio@gmail.com 757-652-7933 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

To be a champion of local and national 

legislation that benefits our military 

community. To perpetuate the traditions of 

the American Military by providing 

camaraderie among our members, providing 

support for veterans, and by mentoring 

young men and women in the community to 

become America’s future military 

leaders.  To be a trusted counselor for our 

surviving spouses. 

 

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g58313-d443097-Reviews-Rocco_s_Smokehouse_Grill-Williamsburg_Virginia.html
mailto:jrcorson@aol.com
mailto:keydetman@aol.com
mailto:dwarrenmd@cox.net
mailto:FBTtreasurer@aol.com
mailto:wojeff59@gmail.com
mailto:keydetman@aol.com
mailto:tgswanson@cox.net
mailto:membership@vipmoaa.org
mailto:cgmchale@gmail.com
mailto:cgmchale@gmail.com
mailto:donaldtroast2015@gmail.com
mailto:keydetman@aol.com
mailto:gkbs9281@gmail.com
mailto:kathy.schnepf@gmail.com
mailto:elainagw@cox.net
mailto:karen.coccio@gmail.com
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VIPMOAA MEETING INFORMATION – 26 JUNE 2025 LUNCH  

RESERVATIONS & CANCELLATIONS:  Mail your “Reservation Form” and check to arrive by RSVP date.  Contact the POC for 

additions or cancellations after that date. Chapter pays for no-shows and late cancellations. 

VIPMOAA LUNCHEON AT VIRGINIA WAR MUSEUM 
9285 Warwick Blvd, Newport News, VA  23607    Phone (757-247-8523 

LUNCH CATERED BY ROCCO’S SMOKEHOUSE GRILL 

RSVP - by 6 pm Fri, June 20th          COST: $22 

 

DATE: 26 June 2025 

TIME:    1100 to 1400    Admission, room fee, & food included in price 

               Visit museum, stop in designated room  for Rocco’s buffet lunch between 

1130-1230  

   

 

MENU:  BBQ, Hamburgers, Potato Salad, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw; sodas/water 

Must REGISTER & PAY for the event (register online).  Please consider a donation! 

 

RSVPS WITH PAYMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY RSVP DATE. NOTIFY POC FOR 

CHANGES TO REGISTRATION! PAYMENTS FOR CANCELLATIONS AFTER THE RSVP DATE 

WILL NOT BE RETURNED.  RESERVATIONS MAY BE MADE ONLINE AND PAYMENT 

MAILED TO VIPMOAA. MEMBERS WHO MAKE A RESERVATION WITH A PROMISE TO 

“PAY AT THE DOOR” AND ARE A “NO SHOW” WILL BE BILLED ACCORDINGLY. 

 

  

 
    

 

 

 

CLIP & MAIL RESERVATION FORM FOR LUNCH ON THURSDAY 26 JUNE 2025 

Please write name and rank/title for each person who will attend: 

MEMBER_____________________________________________  

SPOUSE_______________________________________________________________ 

GUEST (1)_____________________________________________________________  

GUEST (2)_____________________________________________________________  

TOTAL NUMBER ATTENDING _________ @ $22 PER PERSON         $________________  

VIPMOAA 2025 Donations (Scholarship, ROTC, Community, Other)              $________________  

CHECK (payable to VIPMOAA) AMOUNT         $________________ 

Member - first meeting please check here _______ Celebrating a special occasion?  Check here/and provide details _________ 

Member Address_____________________________________________________________________ 

Member Phone______________________________ 

MAIL WITH CHECK TO:  VIPMOAA HOSPITALITY–JUNE, BOX 6463, WILLIAMSBURG, VA  23188    

TO ARRIVE BY 20 JUNE 2025.  NO CONFIRMATION IS SENT.  CONSIDER A DONATION WIH YOUR RESERVATION. 

CHAPTER MUST PAY FOOD SERVICES FOR NO-SHOWS OR LATE CANCELLATIONS 

 

Patriots Colony Residents  

Use VIPMOAA mailbox, under 2321 

http://vipmoaa.org/get_calendar_details.cfm?calendarid=90
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Meeting Schedule – Luncheon/Dinner on the 4th Thursday of the month except for Nov/Dec   

   Click on link under Lunch or Dinner for reservation form/online reservations. 

If you have suggestions for topics or speakers, please contact COL Ron Corson jrcorson@aol.com 757-810-4155. 

Newsletters are posted on the website and emailed to members on the 1st of the month. If you don’t receive 

your monthly Newsletter by the 3rd of the month, check your spam email first, then contact the Newsletter 

Editor at mchale@vipmoaa.org   Newsletters sent by USPS 1st class mail take 2-8 days + 5 days preparation 

by printer. Will receive it approximately the 12th – 16th of the month.  

Date Location L/D Speaker 

29 May 2025 Williamsburg Landing Lunch LtCol Al Crane, USAF 

26 June 2025 VA War Museum, Newport News Lunch Lunch catered by Rocco’s Smokehouse Grill 

13 July 2025 Joint Chapter Brunch Brunch James River Country Club 

28 Aug 2025 TBD Lunch Leo Titus, FEMA & 9/11 at the Pentagon 

The VIPMOAA NEWSLETTER is published by 

the VIPMOAA Chapter, which is an Affiliate 

of the Military Officers Association of 

America (MOAA). MOAA and its Affiliated 

Chapters and councils are non-

partisan.  The advertisements that appear in 

this publication also do not reflect an 

endorsement by MOAA or this Affiliate.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Please consider sharing this newsletter 

with a prospective member. We invite 

military officers to become members. 

Please see our website (VIPMOAA.ORG)  

or contact Maria Tavenner at 703-407-

2176. Contact Maria for any changes in 

your address or membership.  

VIPMOAA NEWSLETTER 

BOX 6463 

WILLIAMSBURG, VA   23188 
 
IF MAILING ADDRESS CHANGES, NOTIFY VIPMOAA 

mailto:jrcorson@aol.com
mailto:mchale@vipmoaa.orgNew
https://vipmoaa.org/get_calendar_details.cfm?calendarid=97
https://vipmoaa.org/get_calendar_details.cfm?calendarid=99
https://vipmoaa.org/get_calendar_details.cfm?calendarid=100
file:///C:/Users/cgmch/Documents/Carolyn%20Dell%20Docs/MOAA/newsletter/2022/2022-03/vipmoaa.org
mailto:membership@vipmoaa.org

