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Americans remember September
11th by honoring the “911 call’
answered by veterans, public safety
professionals, and citizens through
a lasting commitment to “Never
Stop Serving.” The events of 9/11
shaped America’s future,
influencing national security, civil
liberties, and international relations. Its legacy continues in stronger
security measures, counterterrorism efforts, and ongoing conversations
about freedom, privacy, and public trust.

For veterans and public safety professionals, the “911 call” represents
service. September 11 led to stronger homeland security, expanded
debates over surveillance, reshaped patriotism and national identity, and
continued to call for adaptive responses to threats such as domestic
extremism and cyberterrorism.

Number 911 carries several meanings. In the United States, it connects
people with police, fire, and medical assistance. In spiritual contexts, it is
often associated with awakening, transformation, and staying on one’s
path. It can also symbolize new beginnings, positive change, personal
growth, and the pursuit of goals. Today, the call to serve still echoes. Let
us honor the sacrifices of our fellow veterans by giving back to the
communities we serve.

As we remember September 11, our mission is to advocate for legislation
that benefits the military community, preserve American military traditions
through camaraderie and veteran support, mentor future military leaders,
counselors for surviving spouses.

iation of America
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and serve as trusted

The Virginia Peninsula Military Officers Association of America (VIPMOAA) invites unaffiliated MOAA
members to join our chapter in answering the 911 call and serving our community. VIPMOAA serves

your local area and would welcome the opportunity to share membership information and special

considerations. For details, contact Maria Tavenner at mbtmembership@aol.com or 703-407-2176.

Being an Advocate for Action means “Never Stop Serving”
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VIPMOAA SERVANT LEADERSHIP TEAM

BOARD MINUTES- coL (Ret) Karen Coccio, USA

This August board meeting was cancelled because several voting members were out of town, and there was no
August newsletter. Several initiatives are underway, including reviewing our bylaws, board meetings, and the
annual member meeting.

The minutes to all our board meetings are posted on our website and are available prior to our general
membership meeting, the goal being within the week after the board meeting. The minutes will include all the
reports presented at the meeting. Questions or concerns can be brought to any board member, and issues will
be included as an agenda item. All members are welcome to attend board meetings. To access the minutes, you
must be logged onto your account. Go to https://vipmoaa.org/board-meeting-Minutes.

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS — coL (Ret) JIM PAULS
VIPMOAA Legislative Goals link: https://vipmoaa.org/VIPMOAA-Legislative-Goals

MOAA- Supported Legislation link: https://moaa.quorum.us/bills/

MOAA TAKE ACTION link: https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/142300/

Protect Servicemember Pay During Any Future Shutdown

The Shutdown Fairness Act (S. 3168 / H.R. 7137) ensures members of the armed services, to include the
reserve component, receive their pay during any future lapse in appropriations. As written, the bill does not
explicitly include members of the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps or the NOAA Commissioned
Corps, who should be added before the bill moves to a vote.

(Note: the VIPMOAA website has a list of legislator contact information for our area, and can be found at:
https://vipmoaa.org/Contact-your-Legislators )

SURVIVING SPOUSE - coL (Ret) SUZANNE EVANS

Check out the VIPMOAA Surviving Spouses web page for additional information:
https://vipmoaa.org/Surviving-Spouses

The Veteran's Administration has released a new 2026 booklet on Surviving Benefits and
Services. The PDF includes updated eligibility, financial, education, and health resources for
survivors. Access the PDF

at https://www.VA.qgov/SURVIVORS/images/SBB_February 20 26 Digital _Edition.pdf

If you need help in a survivor's issue, reach out to me, and we can work it together. | am in the Idaho
mountains during the summer so you may reach me at my email: davsuz_evans@hotmail.com



https://vipmoaa.org/board-meeting-Minutes
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Comrade In Arms Support Team — LTC (Ret) Paul Fameli

CAST’s Mission:
To stand by our comrades with timely, confidential, and meaningful assistance that strengthens bonds of
camaraderie, honors the traditions of military service, and reinforces the spirit of lifelong mutual support.

If you have a need for support, contact Paul Fameli (famelipj@aol.com) or Kathy Schnepf
(kathy.schnepf(@gmail.com).

For more information check out the VIPMOAA website:

https://vipmoaa.org/Comrade-In-Arms-Support-Team

ROTC/JROTC -LTC (Ret) TOM SWANSON

With Williamsburg-James City County (WJCC) Schools joining this school year, VIPMOAA will
support 18 or more high school’s programs with scholarship opportunities. Tom Swanson and
his team will promote JROTC programs, VIPMOAA scholarships, and the new electronic
application process. ROTC/JROTC Chairman: LTC (Ret)Thomas Swanson, tgswanson@cox.net,
757-593-1431 and LTC (Ret) Gene Lorge, elorge@cox.net, 757-403-4678.

VIPMOAA helps bring Army JROTC to WJCC Schools

7 - o / 4 _ Williamsburg-James City County (WJCC)
7V B, ® "7 Schools and the community had long sought
' ' Y alocal JROTC program. WJCC applied for a
4 Coast Guard unit in January 2023, the
¢ division was placed on a waitlist. In its
2024-25 Annual Report, the Career Ready
Advisory Committee urged the school board
to keep pursuing a cadet program, citing
JROTC’s role in developing leadership,
fitness, and college and career readiness.

Superintendent Daniel Keever said JROTC
based at Jamestown High School, will
include job shadowing, community service,
and flag-presentation opportunities, noting
i : strong early interest in WJCC'’s first JROTC
program. “It is a programmatic opportunity that this area has long sought,” he said.

On April 17, 2026, WJCC announced that U.S. Army Cadet Command had approved an Army JROTC program
to begin in fall 2026. The program will use military- and science-based lessons to develop critical thinking,
leadership, and life skills. Keever said it will include job shadowing, community service, and flag-presentation
opportunities, noting strong early interest in WJCC'’s first JROTC program. “It is a programmatic opportunity
that this area has long sought,” he said. Based at Jamestown High School, the program will be open to all
WJCC high school students, with transportation planned from other division schools.

Harry Moser of the Reshoring Initiative says manufacturing growth depends on a stronger skilled workforce.
JROTC supports that goal by building discipline, fitness, leadership, civic responsibility, and readiness for
citizenship or service through science-based instruction and hands-on activities.
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VIPMOAA provides annual awards and scholarships to three local college ROTC
programs and regional high school JROTC programs, funded entirely by donations to its
community service and charitable account. The board approved a revised JROTC
scholarship program offering six competitive $1,000 Senior Cadet scholarships,
replacing the previous $500 instructor-selected awards. Students will apply through the
VIPMOAA website, and a selection committee will evaluate applications based on
JROTC participation, academics, financial need, and how the award supports each
student’s academic or career goals.

Application: https://vipmoaa.org/JROTC-Scholarship-Application

VIPMOAA also aims to support trade schools, apprenticeships, and certificate programs. It will continue
recognizing high school junior cadets with an achievement certificate, medal, and $50 gift card, and college
ROTC junior cadets with the MOAA Medal, certificate, and $500 stipend.

William & Mary’s ROTC unit, the Revolutionary Guard Battalion, prepares students for military and civilian
leadership. Scholarships are available, and partnerships with Christopher Newport and Hampton universities
support Army, Navy, and Marine Corps officer preparation.

MEMBERSHIP — Maria Tavenner

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP
TOTAL Active MEMBERS: 195 REGULAR: 87 SURVIVING SPOUSES: 50 85+:55

For all membership information please contact Maria Tavenner mbtmembership@aol.com or 703-407-2176,
or if you have a change in address, rank, marital status, phone number, or email, as well as death of member
or spouse. We urge you to recruit ONE NEW MEMBER.

Taps: LTC William Wallis, (Ret), USAF, on 28 Aug 2026

WANTED:

VIPMOAA is looking for a Vice President to assist our
President with the many duties involved in moving our
Chapter forward, to include growth in membership and
increased visibility within our community.

If interested or have questions, please contact Glenn
Marshall, President (marsh8279@aol.com 757-585-1196) or
Kathy Schnepf, current VP.
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VIPMOAA Volunteer Members “Never Stop Serving”

Rushton White, DAV Chapter Service Officer. As a Chapter Service Officer for Disabled
American Veterans (DAV), I help empower veterans by providing free assistance at the
DAV Patrick Henry Chapter office. Each week, I meet with veterans and family members
by appointment and walk-in to help with claims, enrollment, and navigating VA, VBA, and
VHA systems. I also occasionally provide transportation to VA facilities after helping
veterans enroll for care.

My service also includes public outreach, education, and advocacy. I represent our chapter
at events, share DAV’s mission with the community, and communicate with government leaders at the state and
national levels. Through this work, I strive to ensure veterans receive the dignity, respect, and quality of life
they deserve. Contact Russ at rushtonwhite@cox.net

Bobby Graves developed hearing loss after exposure to noisy machinery. He used
bilateral hearing aids from 1988 to 2024 and has used a bimodal cochlear implant
and hearing aid since 2024. He is co-founder and president of the HLAA Virginia
Peninsula Chapter board of directors. Bobby served in the U.S. Army as a CW3
Chief Warrant Officer. He is also an active member of the Virginia Peninsula
Military Officers Association of America (VIPMOAA).

“If your car has a flat tire, you need a spare to finish your trip. If you have hearing loss, you need a hearing
device. What are you waiting for? The journey of a joyful, exciting and rewarding life is ahead of you. Learn to
advocate for yourself in situations where you find it hard to hear. Connect with a support group like Hearing
Loss Association of America (HLAA) Virginia Peninsula Chapter or a chapter in your local area and get
involved.” Contact hearingloss.org/veterans for more information or Bobby at bgraves@hlaavb.org

CVOC Honor Guard Post Colors at Banquet

The Combined Veterans Organization Committee (CVOC) Honor Guard posted the colors at a banquet for the Golf 2-7
Vietnam Veterans Association Marines at the Wolf Lodge in Williamsburg Saturday August 22, 2026.

Pictured from left to right is Dan Caldwell, Scott Connor, Russ White,
Frank Cardoza, and Stanley Dykstra.
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Member Interest Survey: surveys were attached to the May Newsletter, were distributed at
luncheons/meetings and filled out online with 32 returned.

Results: Members prefer to meet every other month at 1130, but a significant number would like occasional
meetings at 1800, and meet at different locations each month; suggestions noted. Members would be
interested in occasional outings as an alternative to a luncheon/dinner; suggestions noted. Members like
speakers at our meetings/luncheons; suggestions noted.

There was Interest shown for Volunteer Opportunities in the Chapter. A list was sent out to key chapter
members in leadership roles, to contact those who were interested in working with them in those positions.
These results will be discussed at the September 10™ Board of Directors meeting and if approved, be
implemented in the 2027 Meeting Schedule.

My thanks to all of you who took the time to fill out the survey,

Kathy Schnepf, Vice President/Events Coordinator

MILITARY COMMUNITY SERVICE/SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONATIONS
-COL (Ret) Frank Tavenner, Jr. EBTtreasurer@aol.com 703-407-6989

Note: Listing is as of End of June 2026

Category

Diamond Level ($1000+) Silver Level ($50 - $99)
Arnold, Ray/Rita
Platinum Level (5500 - $999) Burrows, LeRoy

Corson, Ron Clarke, Robert/Anneliese
Mabie, Lew/Nan Evans, Suzanne
Miyamasu, Paul/Mary Francisco, Ben
Tavenner, Frank/Maria Morris, Thomas

Pauls, Jim/Marvella
Gold Level ($100 - 5499) Smith, Gretchen
Butz, Rose Marie Tarr, Elaine
Fameli, Paul/Atsuko
Fahrlender, Ted Bronze Level (525 - $49)
Greenhalgh, Jack Dievendorf, Lynn/Sallie Moore
Lindsey, Edward/Glenda Gemeinhardt, Fred
Marshall, Glenn/Judy Graves, Bobhy
Nutwell, Bob/Lynn Nix, Boyd/Sharon

Schnepf, Kathy/Craig
In the name of Skoglund, Shizuko
Wood, Betty

Donations of less than $25 are not listed. Donations for these programs can be added to your monthly activities’
reservation, or a donation may be submitted at any time. All donations are tax deductible with a letter for
donations of 3100+ provided for IRS information. Make checks payable to VIPMOAA and send to VIPMOAA
CS/SF Mgr, Box 6463, Williamsburg VA 23188.
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IMPORTANT DATES IN US MILITARY HISTORY FOR SEPTEMBER

3 September 1783 - The Revolutionary War - Great Britain
formally recognized the independence of the United States in
the Treaty of Paris.

20 September 1861- The Civil War - Lexington, Missouri
falls to Confederate forces under Sterling Price.

10 September 1813 — The War of 1812 -

Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry led an American battle,
the Battle of Lake Erie, in a victory over the British fleet on
Lake Erie. This success secured control of the lake, for the
recapture of Detroit, and boosted U.S. morale.

19 September 1944 — World War II - The Battle of
Hiirtgen Forest started. It was a series of battles

between American and German forces on the Western
Front and it was the second longest single battle the U.S.
Army has ever fought after the three-month-long Battle of
Bataan.!)

15 September 1950 — The Korean War - The United
Nations forces, led by the United States, launch a counter-
offensive with the landing of forces at Inchon.

16 September 2006 - Operation Mountain Fury - a
NATO/US-led operation was a follow-up operation

to Operation Medusa, to clear Taliban insurgents from the
eastern provinces of Afghanistan.

Household Document Organization M Org an St an |. ey ST Dk o Gl
Margaret E. Mondul, CDR, USN (Ret) Street
WEALTH MANAGEMENT Williamsburg, VA 23185
Let Me Help YOU direct 757 259 150

mobile 757 968 6077

Organize, Understand and Prepare Andrew J. Chess, QPFC

757-220-9285 Financial Planning Specialist
Financial Advisor
HHDObyMargaret@aol.com NMLS #2628989

American Association of Daily Money Managers

Andrew.Chess@morganstanley.com
https/advisor.morganstanley.com/Andrew.Chess
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2026 Tri-Chapter Brunch

HRCMOAA hosted the 2026 Tri-Chapter Brunch held at Atlantic Shores on July 19. It was a great gathering of
the area’s 3 Chapters; there was great food, comradery and sharing of information. See photo of those
representing VIPMOAA at the event. Next year, the Tri-Chapter will be hosted by our Chapter, at The
Chamberlin.

N e | W
Loren Heckelmann, HRC President, Kenn
App, PAC, Community Service Award
(PAC), Bruce Lalonde, PAC President,
Glenn Marshall VIPMOAA President

VIPMOAA Chapter Members

It's not too late to sign up for the VIPMOAA 24 Sept 2026 Luncheon Meeting at
Chihuahua’s Mexican Grill 309-B Oyster Point Rd, Newport News VA (757) 369-9708
“Take part in a German History lesson while eating delicious Mexican Food”

Speaker: Mrs. Frauke Elber is a historical author who will
share what she has learned by reading and researching her
uncle's diary, a young naval cadet serving in the German navy
during WWII. She published her findings in a book "The Tall
Man in the Dark Suit" and now she will share this young
cadet's life with us, to include her memories of how the war
affected her family then and continues today. Frauke is an
active advocate for women in aviation, and is well known in the speaking world; colleges, military
conferences and Life Long Learning programs on the Peninsula. You won't want to miss this informative
talk at Chihuahua's!

mmmmm)  RSVP - by 3 pm Thur, 17 Sept COST: $24

RESERVATIONS MAY BE MADE ON LINE or VIA THE RESERVATION FORM AVAILABLE ON THE
WEBSITE (https://vipmoaa.org/get _calendar_details.cfm?calendarid=123) , AND PAYMENT MAILED
TO VIPMOAA. RSVPs WITH PAYMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE RSVP DATE.
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ENGRAVED GIFTS AND

AWARDS FOR LIFE’S
MOST MEANINGFUL
MOMENTS.

FLEMING'S
CUSTOM ENGRAVING. | @) cHaLLENGE cois
MADE P E*R SONAL. | RETIREMENT GIFTS

MILITARY GIFTS

W' waros & pLaques

Proudly serving the military community
_and Hampton Roads for over 40 years. CUSTOM DRINKWARE

SIGNS & MORE

EE== VETERAN OWNED.
== THANK YOU.

103 Bacon Ave. e 757-229-5688 | @ flemingsengraving.com

Williamsburg, VA 23185

Cilriste :
Great Community

Patriots Colony checked all the boxes for Rick and Wanda
Sills — including the variety of amenities and active social
scene.“The people make this place special.”

Sﬂ%&dd& A Personal Tour Today!
800-716-9000 patriotscolony.com PM%I LONY

Patriots Colony is a Riverside Health System
active retirement community whose Independent Living is exclusive to former

military officers, federal civil employees and their spouses or widow(ers).



Sept 2026 VIPMOAA Newsletter

2026-27 EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: 1LT Glenn Marshall, USA
marsh8279@aol.com 757-585-1196

VICE PRESIDENT: MAJ Kathleen Schnepf, USAFR (Ret)
kathy.schnepf@gmail.com 802-274-9477

SECRETARY: COL Karen Coccio, USA (Ret)
karen.coccio@gmail.com 757-652-7933

TREASURER: COL Frank Tavenner, Jr., USA (Ret)
FBTtreasurer@aol.com 703-407-6989

OFFICERS - APPOINTED
LEGAL ADVISOR: Vacant

SURVIVING SPOUSES LIAISON: COL Suzanne Evans,
USA (Ret) davsuz _evans@hotmail.com 808-221-6096

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Cleta Puckett, SS okbltmca@gmail.com  405-203-0987

LTC Brett Evans, USA (Ret), bdevans7 @yahoo.com,
406-396-0666
ADVISOR: COL Jim Pauls, USAF (Ret) keydetman@aol.com

757-851-1141

Personal Affairs
CHAPLAIN: CAPT Donald Troast, USN (Ret)
donaldtroast2015@gmail.com 757-920-3458

CAST Chair: PAUL FAMELI LTC USA (Ret)
cast@vipmoaa.org 757-561-7560

VIPMOAA BOARD MEETINGS
2" Thursday @ 10:00 A.M.
10 Sept; 8 Oct; 12 Nov; 10 Dec
Patriots Colony Large Hobby Room

6000 John Tyler Hwy
Williamsburg, VA 23188 (757) 220-9000

Members are welcome to attend & may submit
proposed agenda items in advance to the President.

10

MEMBERSHIP
CHAIRMAN: Maria Tavenner, CIV
mbtmembership@aol.com 703-407-2176
RECRUITING: All Board Members

COMMUNICATIONS
CHAIRMAN: Vacant
MEDIA LIAISON: Vacant
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: MAJ Craig Schnepf USAF (Ret)
admVIPMOAA®@outlook.com

EVENTS

CHAIRMAN: MAJ Kathleen Schnepf, USAFR (Ret)
kathy.schnepf@gmail.com 802-274-9477

Gretchen Smith, gkbs9281@gmail.com, 540-420-8502
Elaina Warren, elainagw@cox.net, 804-642-6597

FUND RAISING: COL Karen Coccio, USA (Ret)
karen.coccio@gmail.com 757-652-7933

ROTC/JROTC

CHAIRMAN: LTC Thomas Swanson, USAF (Ret)
tgswanson@cox.net 757-593-1431
LTC Gene Lorge, USA (Ret) elorge@cox.net 757-403-4678

Our Mission Statement:

To be a champion of local and national
legislation that benefits our military
community. Te perpetuate the traditions of
the American Military by providing
camaraderie among our members, providing
support for veterans, and by mentoring
young men and women in the community to
become America’s future military

leaders. To be a trusted counselor for our
SUrVIiving spouses.
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VIPMOAA 22 Oct 2026 Luncheon Meeting at Patriots Colony Grand HaII
6000 Patriots Colony Drive, Williamsburg, VA e

Phone (757) 220-9000
mmmm) RSVP - by 3 pm Thur, 15 Oct COST: $26

POC: Kathy Schnepf, kathy.schnepf@gmail.com (802) 274-9477
Menu Options:

Caramelized Onion & Butternut Squash Soup & Sandwiches: Ham Salad Wrap, Cranberry Chicken Ciabatta Club,
Grilled Portobello Mushroom on Focaccia; Dessert of Assorted Cookies/Brownies; & Beverage Service.

Guest speaker: Mr. Russell Reed is an experimental
archaeologist and past supervisor of American Indian
field programs at the Jamestown-Yorktown and
Colonial Williamsburg museums. Topic: “Year in the Life
of an American Indian - Indian Warfare”

1130 Sign-in/Social

1200 Lunch is served

1300 Program/Announcements
1400 50/50

1415 Adjourn

Timely reservations guarantee a smooth luncheon; room setup, table seatings, food amounts and proper staffing
for the size of our group.

Must REGISTER for the event (register online). Please consider a donation!

RESERVATIONS MAY BE MADE ON LINE or VIA THE FORM BELOW, AND PAYMENT MAILED TO
VIPMOAA. RSVPs WITH PAYMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE RSVP DATE. NOTIFY POC FOR

CHANGES TO REGISTRATION!! CHAPTER MUST PAY THE VENUE FOR NO-SHOWS.
A RESERVATION MADE IS A RESERVATION PAID

— — —

CLIP & MAIL THIS RESERVATION FORM FOR LUNCHEON ON THURSDAY 15 Oct 2026

Please write name and rank/title for each person who will attend:

MEMBER

SPOUSE

GUEST (1)

GUEST (2)

TOTAL NUMBER ATTENDING @ $26 PER PERSON S

VIPMOAA 2026 Donations (Scholarship, ROTC, Community, Other) S

CHECK (payable to VIPMOAA) AMOUNT S

Member Email/ Phone

MAIL WITH CHECK TO: VIPMOAA HOSPITALITY - Oct, BOX 6463, WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23188
Patriots Colony Residents Use VIPMOAA mailbox under 2321

— — e

11
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VIPMOAA NEWSLETTER

BOX 6463
III ”Ma,ﬁ WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23188

IF MAILING ADDRESS CHANGES,
NOTIFY VIPMOAA

Please consider sharing this newsletter
with a prospective member. We invite
military officers to become members.
Please see our website (VIPMOAA.ORG)
or contact Maria Tavenner at 703-407-

2176. Contact Maria for any changes in

your address or membership.

The VIPMOAA NEWSLETTER is published by
the VIPMOAA Chapter, which is an Affiliate
of the Military Officers Association of
America (MOAA). MOAA and its Affiliated
Chapters  and  councils  are non-
partisan. The advertisements that appear in
this publication also do not reflect an
endorsement by MOAA or this Affiliate}

Website: https://vipmoaa.org/Home

Meeting Schedule — Luncheon/Dinner on the 4" Thursday of the month except for Nov/Dec

Date Location L/D Speaker

24 Sept Chihuahua’s Mexican Grill, Lunch Mrs. Frauke Elber
Newport News

22 Oct Patriots Colony Lunch Mr. Russell Reed

Nov Williamsburg & Fort Monroe N/A Veterans Day Events

Dec The Chamberlin, Fort Monroe Dinner Christmas Party

If you have suggestions for topics or speakers, please contact Kathy Schnepf (kathy.schnepf@gmail.com).
Newsletters are posted on the website and emailed to members on the 1 of the month. If you don’t receive
your monthly Newsletter by the 3™ of the month, check your spam email first, then contact the Newsletter
Editor at (admVIPMOAA®@outlook.com). Newsletters sent by USPS 1 class mail take 2-8 days + 5 days
preparation by the printer.

RENEW YOUR VIPMOAA MEMBERSHIP

1Z
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